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SAWDC LAUNCHES SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

Community to benefit from American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
Spokane, Wash. – The Spokane Area Workforce Development Council (SAWDC) is announcing the award of $1,500,000 to provide paid summer jobs to over 400 young adults ages 16-24 between May and September 2009. A press conference explaining what this means to the community, with speakers Spokane Mayor Mary Verner, 3rd District Representative Timm Ormsby, County Commissioner Todd Mielke and Spokane Valley Mayor Richard Munson, among others, will be held from 2-2:30 p.m. on Thursday, May, 14 at WorkSource Spokane/Next Generation Zone at 130 South Arthur. 

This community venture is part of the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The Spokane Workforce Consortium and the Next Generation Zone will use the funds to operate the 2009 Summer Youth Employment Program in Spokane County. Thanks to funding from the ARRA, the Next Generation Zone will be offering paid internships for over 400 youth throughout Spokane County this summer. This project will require community effort to identify host worksites for qualifying youth. All wages are paid by the Next Generation Zone.
Created in 2007, the Next Generation Zone is Spokane’s only youth employment and career center.  All youth may receive job search assistance through the Next Generation Zone, and low-income youth may qualify for additional services. Services include resume, application and job search assistance; classes on finding and keeping a job, interview techniques and budgeting; career fairs and job leads; GED test tutoring; paid and unpaid internships; and employment and skills training. 

The Next Generation Zone is made possible through a partnership of community service providers including Educational Services District 101, WorkSource Spokane, Career Path Services, Goodwill Industries of the Inland Northwest and Community Colleges of Spokane.  The project is funded by the Spokane Area Workforce Development Council. 

For more information on becoming a host business or intern call the Next Generation Zone, (509) 532-3113.

###

For more information, or to schedule an interview with Mark Mattke, please contact: Paul Warner at (509) 625-6242 or (509) 362-2504 (cell) or e-mail pwarner@wdcspokane.com
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